
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
300 WEST CROWELL STREET

MONROE, NORTH CAROLINA 28112
MAY 5, 2025 – 8:30 A.M.

AGENDA
www.monroenc.org

1. Safe Streets Grant Program with Federal Funding

2. Dissolve City of Monroe’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee

3. Closed Session pursuant to North Carolina General Statute Sections 143-318.11(a)(1) and 
(a)(3), Deal v. City of Monroe, 3:24-CV-00845-FDW-DCK

Page 1 of 9

http://www.monroenc.org/


STAFF REPORT

TO: City Council

VIA: Mark Watson, City Manager

DATE: May 5, 2025

FROM: Lisa Strickland, Finance Director

PREPARED BY: Lisa Kerner, Grant Administrator

SUBJECT: DEI Committee Elimination and Budget Ordinance

SUMMARY STATEMENT

The Department of Transportation notified all recipients of DOT funding, including the City of 
Monroe, in a letter dated April 24, 2025, that the City is prohibited from engaging in DEI activities 
that violate Federal law.

REVIEW

The DOT letter is in response to the City’s $120,000 grant awarded under the Safe Streets for All 
(SS4A) program. The City is currently finalizing agreements to access this funding.  The existence 
of the DEI Committee violates Federal Law and the grant award of $120,000 is in jeopardy due to 
the existence of the City’s DEI Committee. The City is not able to certify non-DEI provisions 
while the DEI Committee remains in existence.

Funding in the amount of $23,338 is remaining for DEI consulting services.  Council has indicated 
previously that they desire for this funding to be reallocated to the Winchester Revitalization 
Project GB2001.  A Budget Ordinance is attached to transfer this funding.
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RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the DEI Committee as it stands be disbanded in order for the City of Monroe 
to continue to receive current and future Federal funding under various grant programs including 
those under the DOT, FEMA, and the Department of Justice.  Staff also recommends approval of 
Budget Ordinance BO-2025-06 to transfer remaining funding to the Winchester Revitalization 
Project.

Attachment: USDOT letter dated April 24, 2025
Budget Ordinance BO-2025-06
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Budget Ordinance BO-2025-06
Page 1 of 1

CAPITAL PROJECT BUDGET ORDINANCE
WINCHESTER REVITALIZATION PROJECT

BO-2025-06

WHEREAS, the City previously approved the Winchester Revitalization project to focus 
on neighborhood redevelopment; and

WHEREAS, City Council wishes to reallocate funding for the City of Monroe’s Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion Committee to the Winchester Revitalization Committee and place funding in 
the Winchester Revitalization Project GB2001.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City Council of the City of Monroe 
transfers funding for the Winchester Revitalization Project GB2001.

General Fund:
Expense:

Transfer to General Capital Project Fund $23,338
General Government ($23,338)

Capital Project Fund:
Revenue:

Transfer from General Fund $23,338
Expense:

Project Costs (GB2001-Winchester Revitalization) $23,338

Adopted this 5th day of May, 2025.

Attest:
Robert A. Burns, Mayor

Bridgette H. Robinson, City Clerk
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STAFF REPORT

TO: City Council

VIA: Mark Watson, City Manager

DATE: May 5, 2025

FROM: Richard Long, City Attorney

PREPARED BY: Bridgette H. Robinson, City Clerk

SUBJECT: Closed Session pursuant to North Carolina General Statute Sections 143-
318.11(a)(1) and (a)(3), Deal v. City of Monroe, 3:24-CV-00845-FDW-
DCK

SUMMARY STATEMENT

City Council is asked to approve a motion to go into Closed Session.

REVIEW

City Council is permitted to hold a Closed Session in accordance with North Carolina General 
Statute (N.C.G.S.) Sections 143-318.11(a)(1) to prevent the disclosure of information that is 
privileged or confidential pursuant to the laws of the State of North Carolina and (a)(3) to consult 
with the City’s attorneys.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that City Council approve a motion to go into Closed Session pursuant to 
N.C.G.S. Sections 143-318.11(a)(1) and (a)(3).
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