
CITY COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING
300 WEST CROWELL STREET

MONROE, NORTH CAROLINA 28112
AUGUST 13, 2024– 4:30 P.M.

AGENDA
www.monroenc.org

1. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee Fiscal Year 2025 Project Plan

2. Naming of Sunset Park Baseball Fields as the Hunter Presson Baseball Complex at Sunset 
Park

3. Winchester Children’s Center Roof Replacement (Head Start Classroom Building)
A. Award of Contract to Turnkey Roofing
B. Budget Amendment
C. City Manager to Execute Documents

4. Entry Level Job Program Partnership with Union County Public Schools Initiative

• Agenda is tentative and is subject to change up to and including the time of the meeting.
• At the discretion of City Council, Agenda Items listed above that are not discussed at the Strategic 

Planning Meeting or moved at the request of Council, may be carried forward to the City Council Regular 
Meeting at 6:00 p.m. to be considered.

• Cell Phones/Pagers:  As a courtesy, please turn off cell phones and pagers while Meeting is in progress.
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STAFF REPORT

TO: City Council

VIA: Mark Watson, City Manager

DATE: August 13, 2024

FROM: Ryan Jones, Parks and Recreation Director

PREPARED BY: Ryan Jones, Parks and Recreation Director 

SUBJECT: Sunset Park Baseball Field and Complex Dedication

SUMMARY STATEMENT

Provided for City Council consideration to approve the naming of the Sunset Park Baseball Fields 
as the Hunter Presson Baseball Complex at Sunset Park.

REVIEW

On December 12, 2023, City Council approved the naming of Field 1 at Sunset Park as the Hunter 
Presson Field. This field was dedicated on May 21, 2024 at a ceremony that included several 
former athletes and Mr. Presson’s family.  Currently, there is signage on two sections of the fencing 
at Field #1 designating the field as the Hunter Presson Field.

Over the past several weeks, staff has received multiple calls explaining that Field 1 had been 
previously dedicated to Mr. G. Tom Helms prior to the dedication of the field to Mr. Presson.  Staff 
was unable to find any council action regarding the naming of this field after Mr. Helms, however, 
individuals were able to provide multiple newspaper articles commemorating the dedication of 
that field to Mr. Helms.  There is also a small plaque located on the field house at the park that 
honors Mr. Helms.  Unfortunately, without any information documented, staff dedicated this field 
in honor of Mr. Presson.  Staff was unaware of this dedication due to the lapse of time that existed 
between now and the original dedication, as well as, lack of documentation associated with that 
dedication.  Both individuals had profound impacts on the youth of the community and both 
deserve recognition.  After speaking with all parties involved, a compromise was reached to name 
the baseball complex as the “Hunter Presson Baseball Complex at Sunset Park” and continuing 
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the original name of Field 1 as dedicated to G. Tom Helms.  This compromise appropriately honors 
the memory and dedication of two exceptional individuals at the field where so many lives were 
impacted in a positive manner. Signage commemorating Mr. Helms will be placed on the fence on 
Field 1 as the G. Tom Helms Field.  Signage commemorating Mr. Presson will be placed on 
monument signs at each entry of the baseball complex as the “Hunter Presson Baseball Complex 
at Sunset Park”.  As a point of clarification, this dedication is exclusively related to the baseball 
complex and not the entire park and the field dedication is exclusive to Field 1.

Parks and Recreation programs provide opportunities for youth to engage in physical activity in a 
supportive, team environment.  Through athletics and recreational programs, youth are able to 
explore their interests while improving important social skills, enhance their confidence, and learn 
other important life skills.  The Parks and Recreation Department has provided these types of 
programs with this goal in mind.  The goal of recreational athletic programs is not to win, but to 
compete in an environment that encourages self-improvement on a physical and emotional level.

The most important portion of these programs are the volunteer coaches that invest their passion, 
time, and energy in encouraging young athletes to participate and have the opportunity to mold 
these children and influence them in a positive way.  Through multiple correspondences, staff was 
enlightened as to the positive influence that Mr. Hunter Presson and Mr. G. Tom Helms have had 
on multiple individuals, now adults. The stories included those of positive mentorship through 
athletics that have assisted them in being successful and happy adults. The stories included Mr. 
Presson and Mr. Helms providing lessons and approaches to life that have helped them navigate 
their own lives and they still recall the positive impact these gentlemen had on their lives and how 
it has provided opportunities for them as adults.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff request City Council approval to name the Sunset Park Baseball Complex in honor of Coach 
Hunter Presson as the “Hunter Presson Baseball Complex at Sunset Park” and continuing the 
previous dedication of Field 1 as the G. Tom Helms Field.
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