
CITY OF MONROE
CITIZENS APPOINTMENT COMMITTEE SPECIAL MEETING

CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM
300 W. CROWELL STREET

MONROE, NORTH CAROLINA  28112
JANUARY 16, 2024 – 5:00 P.M.

AGENDA

1. Minutes of Citizens Appointment Committee Meeting of December 4, 2023

2. Discussion of Possible Appointment Recommendations;

3. Recommendations Regarding the Application Process
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 CITY OF MONROE 

CITIZENS APPOINTMENT COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 

December 4, 2023 

3:30 p.m. 

 

Present: Mayor Pro Tem/Chair Gary Anderson Council Member Freddie Gordon and 

Council Member Julie Thompson. 

 

Absent: None. 

 

Staff  

Present: Mayor Marion Holloway, City Manager Mark Watson, City Attorney Richard 

Long, Communications and Tourism Director Pete Hovanec, Asst. to City Attorney 

Lisa Hollowell, and Deputy Clerk Sherry Hicks. 

 

Staff 

Absent: None. 

 

Visitors: Robert Burns. 

 

The Citizens Appointment Committee met in the City Hall Conference Room at 3:30 p.m. on 

December 4, 2023.  Chair Anderson presided. 

 

Item No. 1.  Minutes of Citizens Appointment Committee Meeting of May 1, 2023.  Council 

Member Gordon moved to approve the minutes of the Citizens Appointment Committee Meeting 

of May 1, 2023.  Council Member Thompson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously 

with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

Item No. 2.  Consideration of Appointments. 
 

A. Board of Adjustment.  Chair Anderson advised that there were four vacancies available for 

the Board of Adjustment:     

 

1. Ken Deal.  Council Member Gordon moved to recommend reappointment of Ken Deal to a full-

term on the Board of Adjustment with an effective date of January 1, 2024 and term expiration 

date of December 31, 2026.  Council Member Thompson seconded the motion, which passed 

unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

2. George Smith.  Council Member Thompson moved to recommend reappointment of George 

Smith to a full-term on the Board of Adjustment with an effective date of January 1, 2024 and term 
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expiration date of December 31, 2026.  Council Member Gordon seconded the motion, which 

passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

3. Louis Philippi.  Council Member Thompson moved to recommend appointment of Louis 

Philipp to a full-term on the Board of Adjustment with an effective date of January 1, 2024 and 

term expiration date of December 31, 2026.  Council Member Gordon seconded the motion, which 

passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

B. Charlotte-Monroe Executive Airport Commission.  Chair Anderson advised that there were 

three vacancies (one Non-City and two City) available for the Charlotte-Monroe Executive Airport 

Commission:   

 

1. Gary Wilfong.  Council Member Gordon moved to recommend reappointment of Gary Wilfong 

(Non-City) to a full-term on the Charlotte-Monroe Executive Airport Commission with an 

effective date of January 1, 2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2026.    Council 

Member Thompson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

2. Brooks Durham.  Council Member Thompson moved to recommend appointment of Brooks 

Durham to a partial-term on the Charlotte-Monroe Executive Airport Commission with an 

effective date of January 1, 2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2024 to replace David 

Dotson.  Council Member Gordon seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with the 

following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

Chair Anderson advised that there were two other applicants Don Edwards and Lynn Keziah that 

met the guidelines.  Ms. Hicks advised that for clarification Gary Wilfong was one of the current 

Non-City Members and he was just recommended for reappointment; however, Mr. Edwards was 

also applying for the Non-City Member and Lynn Keziah as a City Member.   

 

Chair Anderson inquired for clerical purposes, if Mr. Edwards application was not eligible; Ms. 

Hicks clarified that Mr. Edwards application was eligible; however, there was only one Non-City 

Member opening and Mr. Wilfong was currently serving on the Airport Commission and he was 

just recommended for reappointment. 

 

3. Lynn Keziah.  Council Member Thompson inquired if there was a precedence set for an 

emeritus type position since Mr. Keziah served so long with the City that he would be on the 

committee and was unsure if he would vote. 
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City Attorney Richard Long advised that he did not know if the City had that; however, since he 

would be coming off of City Council, he would be eligible to apply as a citizen for consideration 

to be appointed. 

 

Council Member Gordon moved to recommend appointment of Lynn Keziah to a full-term on the 

Charlotte-Monroe Executive Airport Commission with an effective date of January 1, 2024 and 

term expiration date of December 31, 2026 to replace John Wiggins.  Council Member Gordon 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

C. Downtown Advisory Board.  Chair Anderson advised that there were three vacancies on the 

Downtown Advisory Board and two applications received. 

 

1. Joyce Rentschler.  Council Member Gordon moved to recommend reappointment of Joyce 

Rentschler to a full-term on the Downtown Advisory Board with an effective date of January 1, 

2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2026.  Council Member Thompson seconded the 

motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

2. Sheila Crunkleton.  Council Member Thompson moved to recommend appointment of Sheila 

Crunkleton to a full-term on the Downtown Advisory Board with an effective date of January 1, 

2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2026 to replace Caroline Brown.  Council Member 

Gordon seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

D. Fireman Relief Board of Trustees.  Chair Anderson advised that neither one of the applicants 

were eligible for consideration and asked for clarification.  Ms. Hicks advised that Todd Price did 

not submit an application; however, Brent Collins did submit an application without a resumé.  

Chair Anderson inquired if Staff called him.  Ms. Hicks advised that he was emailed three times.     

 

E. Historic District Commission.  Chair Anderson advised that there were four vacancies on the 

Historic District Commission and four applications received. 

 

1. Matthew Klaren.  Council Member Thompson moved to recommend reappointment of 

Matthew Klaren to a full-term on the Historic District Commission with an effective date of 

January 1, 2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2027.  Council Member Gordon 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 
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2. Jennifer Loria.  Council Member Thompson moved to recommend reappointment of Jennifer 

Loria to a full-term on the Historic District Commission with an effective date of January 1, 2024 

and term expiration date of December 31, 2027.  Council Member Gordon seconded the motion, 

which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

3. Archie Morgan.  Council Member Thompson moved to recommend reappointment of Archie 

Morgan to a full-term on the Historic District Commission with an effective date of January 1, 

2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2027.  Council Member Gordon seconded the 

motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

4. Jennifer Smith.  Council Member Thompson moved to recommend reappointment of Jennifer 

Smith to a full-term on the Historic District Commission with an effective date of January 1, 2024 

and term expiration date of December 31, 2027.  Council Member Gordon seconded the motion, 

which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

F. Monroe Tourism Development Authority.  Chair Anderson advised that there were five 

vacancies on the Monroe Tourism Development Authority and three applications received. 

 

1.   Gina Day (Hotel).  Council Member Gordon moved to recommend reappointment of Gina 

Day to a full-term on the Monroe Tourism Development Authority with an effective date of 

January 1, 2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2026.  Council Member Thompson 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

2. MaryAnn Rasberry (At-Large).  Council Member Thompson moved to recommend 

reappointment of MaryAnn Rasberry to a full-term on the Monroe Tourism Development 

Authority with an effective date of January 1, 2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 

2026.  Council Member Gordon seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with the 

following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

4. Sheila Crunkleton (At-Large).  Council Member Thompson moved to recommend 

appointment of Sheila Crunkleton to a full-term on the Monroe Tourism Development Authority 

with an effective date of January 1, 2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2026.  Council 

Member Gordon seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 
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AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

G. Monroe-Union County Economic Development Board of Advisors.  Chair Anderson 

advised that an application was received from Jeff Duke for the Monroe-Union County Economic 

Development Board of Advisors. 

 

1.  Jeff Duke.  Council Member Gordon moved to recommend reappointment of Jeff Duke to a 

full-term on the Monroe-Union County Economic Development Board of Advisors with an 

effective date of January 1, 2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2026.  Council Member 

Thompson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

H. Parks and Recreation Commission.  Chair Anderson advised that there are six vacancies and 

two applications received for the Parks and Recreation Commission. 

 

1.  Debbie Dillion.  Council Member Gordon moved to recommend reappointment of Debbie 

Dillion to a full-term on the Parks and Recreation Commission with an effective date of January 

1, 2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2026.  Council Member Thompson seconded 

the motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

2.  John Thomasson.  Council Member Gordon moved to recommend reappointment of John 

Thomasson to a full-term on the Parks and Recreation Commission with an effective date of 

January 1, 2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2026.  Council Member Thompson 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

I. Planning Board.  Chair Anderson advised that there are four vacancies and four applications 

received for the Planning Board. 

 

1.  Ken Deal.  Council Member Gordon moved to recommend reappointment of Ken Deal to a 

full-term on the Planning Board with an effective date of January 1, 2024 and term expiration date 

of December 31, 2027.  Council Member Thompson seconded the motion, which passed 

unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

2.  Archie Morgan.  Council Member Thompson moved to recommend reappointment of Archie 

Morgan to a full-term on the Planning Board with an effective date of January 1, 2024 and term 
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expiration date of December 31, 2027.  Council Member Gordon seconded the motion, which 

passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

3.  Jennifer Smith.  Council Member Thompson moved to recommend reappointment of Jennifer 

Smith to a full-term on the Planning Board with an effective date of January 1, 2024 and term 

expiration date of December 31, 2027.  Council Member Gordon seconded the motion, which 

passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

Chair Anderson advised that there were two applications to be considered for appointment:  

MaryAnn Rasberry and Bob Yanacsek. 

 

Council Member Gordon advised that he was very familiar with MaryAnn Rasberry who had a 

deep commitment to the City and previously served on the Planning Board. 

 

4.  MaryAnn Rasberry.  Council Member Gordon moved to recommend appointment of 

MaryAnn Rasberry to a partial-term on the Planning Board to replace David Dotson with an 

effective date of January 1, 2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2024.  Council Member 

Thompson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

J. Public Safety Committee.  Chair Anderson advised that there were three vacancies. 

 

1.  Hayden Desio-Munn.  Council Member Gordon moved to recommend reappointment of 

Hayden Desio-Munn to a full-term on the Public Safety Committee with an effective date of 

January 1, 2024 and term expiration date of December 31, 2025.  Council Member Thompson 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

Chair Anderson advised that for clarity Charles Perry was not interested in reapplying and inquired 

about Chip Wardwell and Robert Jones.   

 

Ms. Hicks advised that Charles Perry did not want to reapply.  She advised that with regard to 

Chip Wardwell and Robert Jones, the required resumé was not included with their applications. 

 

Chair Anderson inquired if Staff contacted both of them.   

 

Ms. Hicks advised that she contacted both Mr. Wardwell and Mr. Jones with no response. 
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Chair Anderson advised that Bob Yanacsek submitted an application for the Public Safety 

Committee. 

 

2.  Robert Yanacsek.  For the lack of a motion, there was no action.  

 

3.  Other Business.  Chair Anderson advised that he understood that an application and resumé 

was needed for a new applicant; however, for reappointments or someone that has previously 

served on a board without issues, then the resumé seemed like an unnecessary extra step because 

a resumé was provided when they first applied. 

 

Chair Anderson advised that he noticed Brent Collins and Chip Wardwell were not eligible He 

advised that if a resumé was the only thing that kept them from being eligible perhaps that step 

could be eliminated.  Chair Anderson advised that they wanted people to serve on these boards 

and he was not sure if an application and a resumé was needed for a reappointment. 

 

Council Member Gordon advised that the resumé requirement was new and he certainly 

appreciated the time that people took to construct the elaborate resumés; however, he agreed that 

a resumé was not really needed for a reappointment. 

 

Council Member Thompson advised that the application should be updated periodically. 

 

Ms. Hicks advised that the application was revised in May 2022 and prior to that, applications 

were kept for two years and it was now one year; however, applications were grandfathered that 

were received prior to the new one-year retainer and the resumé requirement was added. 

 

Chair Anderson advised that in order to simplify this process to make it fair for all, he felt that the 

resumé requirement for reappointments only be eliminated.  He advised that they did not want it 

to be difficult for someone that was reapplying and not be considered based on a technicality.   

 

Council Member Thompson inquired if applications had to be renewed every year.  

 

Chair Anderson advised that applications were held for one year and as any openings became 

available, they could be considered and did not have to submit an application every single time.  

He reiterated that again, they wanted people to serve on these committees, however, they did not 

want it to be so cumbersome that people would not apply. 

 

Council Member Thompson moved to recommend elimination of the resumé requirement for 

reappointments only.  Council Member Gordon seconded the motion, which passed unanimously 

with the following votes: 

 

AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

 

Council Member Gordon moved to adjourn the Citizens Appointment Committee Meeting of 

December 4, 2023 at 4:15 p.m.  Council Member Thompson seconded the motion, which passed 

unanimously with the following votes: 
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AYES:  Chair Anderson, Council Members Gordon and Thompson 

 NAYS: None 

 

       ______________________________ 

                           David Dotson, Chairperson 

 
12-04-2023 
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